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The Feast of the Presentation of the 

Lord at the Temple in Jerusalem is 

celebrated on February 2
nd

. The 

event is related in the Saint Luke’s 

Gospel 2: 22-38, which describes 

how Christ is brought to the Temple 

by the Theotokos and the Righteous 

Joseph, according to tradition. 

 

The first representations of this icon 

are preserved on the mosaic from the 

Basilica "Santa Maria Maggiore" in 

Rome (5
th
 century) and on the reli-

quary in the Lateran Museum (5
th
 -

6
th
 centuries). This Great Feast icon 

reveals four characters gathered 

around the Baby Jesus: Saint Simeon, 

the Mother of God, Saint Anna, and 

the Righteous Joseph. 

 

The baby is not swaddled, but 

dressed in a tunic, and He blesses 

with His hand. The canopy and the 

Holy table are a schematic way of 

representing the Jerusalem Temple. 

The icon shows the Theotokos ap-

proaching Simeon, who is either in 

front of the Holy Table or to one 

side of it.  

 

All the scenes show the Christ Child 

either carried in the arms of His 

Mother, in the gesture of offering 

Him to Simeon, or held in the arms 

of the old prophet.  

 

ICON OF THE MONTH 

 

The Presentation of the Lord at the Temple In Jerusalem 

Yet, according to the verse from 

Vespers, the Lord speaks secretly: "it 

is not the old man who holds Me, 

but I hold him, because he asks for 

forgiveness from Me". 

 

The theologian Constantine Cavar-

nos, in his "Guide to Byzantine Ico-

nography" makes the following state-

ment: "the ancient iconographers, 

who had a deeper understanding of 

iconographic principles than the 

modern ones, represented Christ - 

the most important figure in this 

scene - in the center or close to the 

center. This, according to the princi-

ple of psychological perspective". 

 

The tradition of bringing the first-

born male before God is written in 

the Old Testament: "Sanctify to Me 

every first-born male, who opens the 

womb", and "Give the firstborn of 

your sons to Me."  

 

This tradition had been followed 

since the days of Egypt when the 

firstborns of Israel were spared. For 

this, the Israelites brought their first-

born babies to the Temple, giving 

them as an offering to God - a duty 

established by Law.  



and Who is Yours first -  with You 

from one being and without  begin-

ning because He descended from 

You but did not depart from Your 

divinity.  

 

Receive the firstborn, with whom 

You have made all things. Receive at 

Your word the incarnate one in me, 

through whom You strengthened 

the heavens, founded the earth, and 

gathered the waters. Receive Your 

Son from me, whom I bring to You, 

so that for Him and for Me You can 

do as You like and so that with His 

body and blood, the one taken from 

me, the human race can be re-

deemed". 

 

Saying these she placed her beloved 

Son into the hands of the priest, the 

servant of God, as in the hands of 

God. And, according to the divine 

Law, He redeemed Him, with the 

determined price, that is five shek-

els, which was a foretelling of the 

five great wounds that Christ re-

ceived on the cross, by which the 

whole world was redeemed from the 

curse of the Law, and from the cap-

tivity of the enemy.” 

 

Out of respect and veneration for 

the Son of God, Simeon has his 

hands covered with his garment, 

similar to the angels from the The-

ophany icon. The righteous Simeon 

receives the Savior and says the fol-

lowing prayer:  

Afterwards, the children were re-

deemed from God by the parents for a 

price of five shekels, called the “silver 

of redemption”.  

That “fee” was then given to the Le-

vites who served in the Temple, as re-

quired by the verses in the fourth book 

of Moses.  

 

The Synaxarion describes the event as 

follows: 

“Therefore, buying the birds according 

to the Law, She brought them as a sac-

rifice to the Temple, and with them 

She brought Her first-born Child, as it 

is said: "The parents brought the Child 

Jesus to Jerusalem to place Him before 

the Lord, as it is written in the law of 

the Lord, that all the male part, which 

opens the womb, shall be called Holy 

to the Lord”.  

 

So, holding Him in Her hands, She 

bowed Her knees and with honor She 

raised Him to God, saying: "Behold! 

O, Eternal Father, This is Your Son, 

Whom Thou have sent to incarnate in 

me, for the salvation of the human 

race.  

 

Behold, Whom Thou didst beget be-

fore eternity, without a mother; and I, 

by Your grace, in the last years, gave 

birth to Him without a man. Here is 

the fruit of my womb, the first born, 

Who through Your Holy Spirit was 

conceived in me and came out of me 

unspeakably, as You Yourself know. 

Here is my first-born Son -  



"Lord now let Your servant depart in 

peace, according to Your word, for 

my eyes have seen Your salvation, 

which You have prepared before the 

face of all peoples; a light to enlighten 

the gentiles, and the glory of your 

people, Israel" (Luke 2, 29-32). This 

prayer is read during Vespers.  

 

Simeon prophesied that the Christ 

child would be "destined for the fall 

and rising of many in Israel, and for a 

sign which will be spoken against"; he 

then says to the Mother of God: " a 

sword will pierce your soul, that the 

thoughts of many hearts may be re-

vealed”. Thus, he describes the mys-

tery of the Cross of Christ, His suffer-

ings, but also the suffering of His 

mother, the Virgin Mary, who will see 

with her own eyes her Son being cruci-

fied and killed. 

 

During this process, the mother pre-

senting to the temple was to be puri-

fied by either sacrificing a lamb as a 

burnt offering and a dove as a sin-

redeeming offering, (in the case of 

rich families), or by sacrificing just two 

doves (in the case of the poor). The 

Righteous Joseph is represented hold-

ing two doves (to show that they had 

few earthly possessions) in a gesture 

that expresses the fact that the birds 

would no longer be useful for the sac-

rifice. This is because the Virgin Mary 

had given birth to the Son of God 

incarnate, and she did not need ritual 

purification.  

However, out of humility, she sub-

mits to the Law. 

 

The Saint Prophetess Anna, daughter 

of Phanuel, is also represented in the 

icon, holding in her hand an open 

phylactery, on which is written: "This 

child made firm heaven and earth". 

Anna served God in the temple from 

her youth "in fasting and in pray-

ers" (Lk. 2, 37). She symbolizes all 

the faithful, who stay close to the 

Church and spend night and day in 

fasting and prayer - a sign that wait-

ing to meet God can only be pre-

pared through fasting and prayer. 

 

During the feast of the Presentation 

of the Lord at the Temple in Jerusa-

lem, the following verses are read: 

 

Troparion  

Rejoice, Thou who are full of grace, 

most Holy Virgin Theotokos, because 

the Sun of righteousness arose from 

you, Christ our God, enlightening 

those in darkness. Rejoice, you too, 

righteous old man, who received in 

your arms the Liberator of our souls, 

the One who gave us the Resurrec-

tion. 

 

Kontakion  

You, who with Your birth sanctified 

the womb of the Virgin, and the 

hands of Simeon welcomed You, 

now you blessed them, and, as it  



was fitting, You saved us, Christ our 

God. Reconcile the world that finds 

itself in wars and strengthen the 

Church which You love, Thou Lover 

of mankind.  

 

Oikos 

Let those who want to see her Son, 

the One brought to Simeon, run to 

the Theotokos; the One Whom the 

heavenly bodies, seeing Him from 

above, were afraid of, saying: won-

derful and amazing things we see 

now, incomprehensible and unspeaka-

ble. That He who created Adam is 

carried as a babe; The One who can-

not be encompassed fitting into the 

old man's arms; He who is in the 

boundless bosom of His Father, will-

ingly restricting Himself with the body 

and not with the Godhead, He who 

alone is the Lover of mankind. 

 

The historical documents about the 

existence of this Feast appear starting 

in the 4th century, with Saint Cyril of 

Jerusalem documenting a panegyric 

for the celebration, in 381 A.D.  

The pilgrim Egeria describes the cele-

bration in Jerusalem in the years 382 

and 384 A.D. in her travel memori-

a l s .  S h e  do c um e nt s  i t  a s 

"Quadragesimae (Lent) of The-

ophany", since, at that time, in Jeru-

salem, the Nativity of the Lord was 

celebrated together with the  

Baptism of the Lord. The Presentation 

of the Lord was celebrated 40 days 

after the Theophany, which, at that 

time, was on February 14.  

 

The testimonies about the existence of 

the celebration multiply towards the 

end of the 5th century, as we learn 

from Father Ene Branişte’s “General 

Liturgy”: at the beginning of the 6
th
 

century Severus of Antioch (512-518 

A.D.) claimed that the feast of the 

Presentation of the Lord had recently 

been introduced in Jerusalem, and that 

it was unknown in Antioch. But, in the 

meantime, an unprecedented homily of 

St. John Chrysostom was discovered in 

Antioch (estimated between 386-398 

A.D.),  



at the celebration of the "Purification 

of the Theotokos" - a homily that 

proved to be authentic. 

 

Starting with the year 494 A.D., this 

Feast is also celebrated in Rome, re-

placing the old pagan celebration of 

the Lupercalia dedicated to the god 

Pan, nicknamed "Lupercus". In Anti-

och, it was celebrated during the 

reign of Emperor Justinian the 1
st
, 

and its spread in the East took place 

during the 6th century, starting in 

534 A.D., when Emperor Justinian 

changed the date of the celebration 

from February 14
th
 to February 2

nd
 

(40 days counted from December 

25, the new date of the Nativity). 

 

The celebration of the Presentation 

of the Lord was established as a Holy 

Feast during the reign of Justinian, 

because, although it was commemo-

rated in the Church, it was not cele-

brated as such. Justinian ordered that 

it be honored as a Divine Feast of the 

Theotokos, similar to the other great 

feasts, as explained by church histo-

ry:  

 

“During the reign of the emperor 

Justinian, there was a great pestilence 

in Byzantium and the surrounding 

parts, lasting for three months, be-

ginning in the last days of October.  

At first five thousand people died 

every day, then ten thousand.  

Many bodies of rich, as well as honest 

people remained unburied, as the 

servants and slaves had also died, and 

there was no one to bury them. In 

Antioch the punishment of God was 

doubled, because a terrible earth-

quake was added to the plague, 

where all the big houses, the high 

buildings and the churches fell, and a 

lot of people fell under the walls of 

perished. Among them was Euphra-

sius, the bishop of Antioch, where 

the church fell on him and died. Even 

Pompeiopolis, the citadel of Mysia, 

was destroyed by the earthquake, and 

half of it was swallowed up by the 

earth with all its inhabitants.  

 

During that time of fearful death and 

loss, it was revealed, to one of those 

pleasing to God, that the Presentation 

of the Lord and the Theotokos should 

be celebrated. 

As the day of the Presentation of the 

Lord came in February, on the sec-

ond day, right as it began to be cele-

brated with an all-night vigil and pro-

cession of the cross, the pestilence of 

death lifted away, and the earthquake 

of the earth was relieved. All these 

were done by the mercy of God and 

with the prayers of the Most Pure 

Theotokos, to whom, together with 

the One who was born from her, 

Christ God, be honor, glory, worship 

and thanksgiving forever.  

 

Amen.” 



SAINT OF THE MONTH 

Hieromartyr Polycarp, Bishop of Smyrna 

Saint Polycarp, Bishop of Smyrna, 

who was “fruitful in every good 

work” (Col. 1:10), was born in the 

first century, and lived in Smyrna 

in Asia Minor. He was orphaned at 

an early age, but at the direction of 

an angel, he was raised by the pi-

ous widow Kallista. After the death 

of his adoptive mother, Polycarp 

gave away his possessions and be-

gan to lead a chaste life, caring for 

the sick and the infirm. He was 

very fond of and close to Saint Bu-

colus, Bishop of Smyrna (February 

6). He ordained Polycarp as dea-

con, entrusting to him to preach 

the Word of God in church. He 

also ordained him to the holy 

priesthood. 

The holy Apostle John the Theolo-

gian was still alive at this time. Saint 

Polycarp was especially close to 

Saint John, and sometimes accom-

panied him on his apostolic jour-

neys. 

Shortly before his death, Saint  

Bucolus expressed his wish that Poly-

carp be made Bishop of Smyrna. 

When Saint Polycarp was consecrat-

ed as a bishop, the Lord Jesus Christ 

appeared to him. Saint Polycarp 

guided his flock with apostolic zeal, 

and he was also greatly loved by the 

clergy. Saint Ignatius the God-Bearer 

of Antioch (December 20) also had 

a high regard for him. Setting out for 

Rome where execution awaited him, 

he wrote to Saint Polycarp, “This age 

is in need of you if it is to reach 

God, just as pilots need winds, and 

as a storm-tossed sailor needs a 

port.” 



God would give him the strength to en-

dure the flames, so they could merely tie 

him with ropes. The flames encircled the 

saint but did not touch him, coming to-

gether over his head in the shape of a 

vault. Seeing that the fire did him no 

harm, the pagans stabbed him with a dag-

ger. So much blood flowed from this 

wound that it extinguished the flames.  

 The body of the hieromartyr Polycarp 

was then cremated. The Christians of 

Smyrna reverently gathered up what re-

mained of his holy relics, and each year 

they celebrated the day of his martyr-

dom. 

A story has been preserved about Saint 

Polycarp by his disciple, Saint Irenaeus of 

Lyons, which Eusebius cites in his Ecclesial 

History (V, 20): 

“I was still very young when I saw you in 

Asia Minor at Polycarp’s,” writes Saint 

Irenaeus to his friend Florinus, “but I 

would still be able to point out the place 

where Blessed Polycarp sat and con-

versed, and be able to depict his walk, his 

mannerisms in life, his outward appear-

ance, his speaking to people, his compan-

ionable wandering with John, and how he 

himself related, together  

The emperor Marcus Aurelius 

(161-180) came to the Roman 

throne and started up a most 

fierce persecution against Chris-

tians. The pagans demanded that 

the judge search for Saint Poly-

carp, “the father of all the Chris-

tians” and “the seducer of all 

Asia.” 

During this time Saint Polycarp, at 

the persistent urging of his flock, 

stayed in a small village not far 

from Smyrna. When the soldiers 

came for him, he went out to 

them and invited them in to eat. 

He asked for time to pray, in or-

der to prepare himself for martyr-

dom. His suffering and death are 

recorded in the “Epistle of the 

Christians of the Church of Smyr-

na to the Other Churches,” one 

of the most ancient memorials of 

Christian literature. 

Having been brought to trial, 

Saint Polycarp firmly confessed 

his faith in Christ, and was con-

demned to be burned alive. The 

executioners wanted to nail him 

to a post, but he declared that  



with other eyewitnesses of the Lord, 

those things that he remembered 

from the words of others. He also 

told what he heard from them about 

the Lord, His teachings and mira-

cles… 

“Through the mercy of God to me, I 

then already listened attentively to 

Polycarp and wrote down his words, 

not on tablets, but in the depths of 

my heart. Therefore, I am able to 

bear witness before God, that if this 

blessed and apostolic Elder heard 

something similar to your fallacy, he 

would immediately stop up his ears 

and express his indignation with his 

usual phrase:  

 

 

During his life the holy bishop wrote 

several Epistles to the flock and let-

ters to various individuals. The only  

one that has survived to the present 

day is his Epistle to the Philippians 

which, Saint Jerome testifies, was 

read in the churches of Asia Minor 

at divine services. It was written by 

the saint in response to the request 

of the Philippians to send them 

some letters of the hieromartyr Igna-

tius (December 20) which Saint 

Polycarp had in his possession. 

The composer Heinrich I.F. Bibier 

(1644-1704) has written a Sonata 

“Sancti Polycarpi” for eight trum-

pets in honor of the holy martyr. 

“Good God!  

That Thou hast 

permitted me to be 

alive at such a time!” 



A Fitting High Priest 

By Father Barnabas Powell 

In World War 1 the two opposing 

armies would dig in and conduct 

what was then called “trench war-

fare.” The land between the two 

armies entrenched in the fight was 

called “no man’s land” because any-

body who tried to attack would be 

shot by the other side! Not a pleas-

ant place to be. In fact, it’s a very 

dangerous place to be! But recently I 

was teaching after our regular 

Wednesday night service about the 

unique place the priest occupies dur-

ing the Divine Liturgy. He stands with 

the people as we all face the altar 

together AND he stands facing the 

people as he communicates God’s 

Good News to them. Sometimes it 

feels like a “no man’s land” being 

both participant and leader in the 

work of worship in the church. And 

yet, we humans need this “both/

and” ministry of the priesthood be-

cause all of us are part of the Royal 

Priesthood of believers and all of us 

are called to stand before God and 

to offer God to others in our lives by 

our faithful living out of a purposeful 

Orthodoxy. In Hebrews 7:26-28; 

8:1-2 we read the following: Breth-

ren, it was fitting that we should have 

such a high priest, holy, blameless, 

unstained, separated from sinners, 

exalted above the heavens. He has no 

need, like those high priests, to offer 

sacrifices daily, first for his own sins 

and then for those of the people; he 

did this once for all when he offered 

up himself.  

Indeed, the law appoints men in their 

weakness as high priests, but the word of 

the oath, which came later than the law, 

appoints a Son who has been made per-

fect for ever. Now the point in what we 

are saying is this: we have such a high 

priest, one who is seated at the right 

hand of the throne of the Majesty in 

heaven, a minister in the sanctuary and 

the true tent which is set up not by man 

but by the Lord. St. Paul insists that Jesus 

is our High Priest, the priestly ministry 

that is the very source and cause of all 

other priestly ministries. As a reminder, 

Hebrews was written to try and convince 

some Hebrew Christians to stay connect-

ed to the Church. This became especially 

important to these Hebrews who had 

been trained and formed by the liturgical 

life of the Temple to know just how im-

portant the High Priest really is! 

And His priesthood isn’t like the human 

priesthood of the Old Testament. He 

doesn’t need to offer sacrifices for His 

own sins daily, and then for the sins of 

the people. No, He offers Himself 

“once, for all” in His sacrifice on the 

Cross, and that sacrifice fulfills all sacrific-

es and now Jesus, in His resurrection and 

ascension, is “seated at the right hand of 

the throne of the Majesty in heaven”. 

OK, you know me by now, you know I 

insist that we answer the “so what” ques-

tion when it comes to these deep and 

profound truths of our Faith. And the 

“so what” is cosmically this: Jesus Christ, 

in His life, death, resurrection, ascension, 

sitting at the right hand of the Father,  



and glorious second coming, fulfills all 

we humans need to heal the relation-

ship between the created and the un-

created. He bridges the divide between 

the Eternal and the Mortal by render-

ing mortality impotent!  

And He does this, not for Himself, but 

wholly for us.  He is our High Priest 

that stands in “no man’s land” in be-

tween the Uncreated God and Created 

persons. He lives in both worlds and 

heals the divide between them. He 

makes a home for us creatures in the 

Uncreated land of the Father.   

In other words, He brings all hostility, 

all division, to an end and He does this 

once and for all.  

And now that is the message we offer 

everyone around us, by our faithful-

ness to this Faith; by our choices and 

priorities and actions. And yes, by our 

proclaiming as well. We are all called 

to participate, according to our call-

ings, in this final and finished Priest-

hood. We are called to stand “in-

between” our heavenly home and the 

world that seems intent on destroying 

itself with one hand extended in 

thanksgiving to the Lord Who loves us 

and the other extended to the world 

He loves and longs to save. As we 

remember the great hero of the Trini-

tarian Faith, St. Gregory the Theologi-

an, are you willing to be the hands and 

feet of Jesus to your world and offer 

everyone around you a way to their 

true destiny? St. Gregory stood in that 

In-Between place as a bishop of the 

Church during a time of great struggle 

and controversy in the Church over 

the heresy of Arianism, and he, along 

with several other saints, defended the 

mystery of the Holy Trinity against 

false teachings.  

He died at the age of 62 in AD 391 after 

having given his whole life to serve the 

Faithful and Christ. As we continue our 

journey, let’s rejoice at such an example 

and embrace this Normal Orthodox life 

for ourselves! 

 

What Does the Bread 

and Fish Mean? 
 

By Nicolas Dalke 

 

 

The bread means life because it is used to 

satisfy hunger, and strengthen us for daily 

tasks. It is also a symbol of our spiritual 

life and our spiritual growth. In the Holy 

Scripture, there are numerous occasions 

when bread is present. One example is 

when bread is used along with the fish to 

feed the five thousand who came to hear 

Christ preach.  

 

The fish is also repeated throughout the 

bible. During the times of persecution, it 

was a symbol for Christians to find each 

other. It was also a sign for the burial sites 

of saints and martyrs, or to mark the site 

where prayer meetings were held. The use 

originated with the fisher of men parable, 

Christ’s work, and miracles around the sea 

and the fishermen who later became his 

disciples. 

 

Sources: https://

orthodoxchristiandevotion-

als.wordpress.com/2018/09/24/the-christian-

symbol-of-the-fish/  

https://orthochristian.com/81873.html     

https://orthodoxchristiandevotionals.wordpress.com/2018/09/24/the-christian-symbol-of-the-fish/
https://orthodoxchristiandevotionals.wordpress.com/2018/09/24/the-christian-symbol-of-the-fish/
https://orthodoxchristiandevotionals.wordpress.com/2018/09/24/the-christian-symbol-of-the-fish/
https://orthodoxchristiandevotionals.wordpress.com/2018/09/24/the-christian-symbol-of-the-fish/
https://orthochristian.com/81873.html


Audrey’s Baked Oatmeal 

 

6-8 cups quick oats 

1 TBSP vanilla or almond flavoring 

1-2 TBSP spice blend or cinnamon 

2-3 TBSP ground chia or flax seed 

2-3 bananas, mashed 

1/3 cup coconut oil 

Few cups almond milk, enough to 

soak oats 

To Taste (TT) chopped nuts 

TT dried fruit (if desired) 

Instructions: 

Add almond milk to oats - just 

enough to soak 

Mix in thoroughly: flavoring, 

spices of choice, chia, bananas, 

and melted coconut oil 

Stir in nuts and fruit  

Bake at 350 until set 

PHOTOGRAPHY BY MARLEE BREWER 



Deacon Simeon (Jeffrey) Spencer 

was elevated to the diaconate by 

Bishop Antoun on January 15, 

2012, at St. Elias Orthodox 

Church in Atlanta, Georgia, 

where he and his family have 

attended for 30 years. He is mar-

ried and has four grown children.  

He earned a BA and an MA in 

Philosophy from Georgia State 

University and an MA in Theolo-

gy from the Antiochian House of 

Studies (AHOS) where he is cur-

rently a PhD student. Deacon 

Simeon is coordinator of the Or-

thodox Academic Society, which 

holds bi-annual symposia featuring 

the works of AHOS graduate 

students and is currently in the 

process of publishing the first 

edition of the OAS Journal.  

He also works as a teaching assis-

tant at AHOS and has previously 

taught at colleges in the Atlanta 

area. An Air Force brat, he was 

born in Minot, North Dakota, 

moved around a bit, then moved 

“back home” to the South to 

finish high school in Atlanta and 

has lived here ever since. He now 

lives in the Druid Hills area of 

Atlanta. 

 

How God Outsmarted Me 

 

by Deacon Simeon Spencer 

 

“Deacon, this assignment might 

not excite you”, said the voice on 

the other end of my phone’s re-

ceiver. “Syedna, a blessing!  How 

are you doing?”, I replied.  Well, 

evidently better than I was about 

to be doing. The assignment:  

drive three hours from Atlanta to 

Dothan and back every other 

week in order to serve the people 

of St. Michael’s parish. After a 

week pleading with God for a 

more convenient people to 

“bless”, I was resigned to find 

God’s will spoken through the 

offer of his Grace. I said “yes”.  

Hmmm, let’s see, Dothan… 

Dothan… sounds familiar. My 

thoughts went back several thou-

sand years to the age of the Great 

Patriarchs and to a similar conver-

sation when Israel [Jacob] said 

unto his son Joseph, “‘Do not thy 

brethren feed the flock in She-

chem? come, and I will send thee 

unto them’.  And he [Joseph] 

said to him, ‘Here am I!’”  And 

Jacob said to him, ‘Go, I pray 

thee, see whether it be well with 

thy brethren, and well with the 

flocks; and bring me word again’”.   

The long and short of it is, he 

found that his brethren were no 

longer in Shechem, for a man 

there said to him, “They have 

gone down unto Dothan!”   

When Joseph’s brothers saw him 

coming from afar, they said 

amongst themselves, “Behold, this 

dreamer cometh” and then they 

took him, and cast him into a 

pit…   

Fast forward a bit and Joseph ends 

up in Egypt as a minister amid 

great blessings.   After Joseph is 

reunited with his brothers in 

Egypt, he tells them of the events 

since his capture and says to 

them, “But as for you, ye thought 

evil against me; but God meant it 

unto good, to bring to pass, as it 

is this day, to save much people 

alive.” (Gen 37-50) 

Like Joseph I went “down unto 

Dothan” and have been taken 

captive by my brethren there, and 

in the end have experienced great 

blessing serving them!  I know, the 

story doesn’t quite line up, but it 

does mention Dothan and going a 

long distance. In my case the 

brethren are the good people of 

St. Michael’s parish, who meant 

no evil against me by their chains 

of kindness, but whose lives are 

being saved along with mine.  

That I can travel what has become 

truly a “short distance” down the 

road and thereby can reap from 

the pastoral wisdom of Bishop 

Nicholas, the pastoral oversight of 

Father David Bleam, and the pas-

toral labors of Father Ernesto - 

and be blessed by the very people 

I had come to bless! - has been a 

great turn of events.   

Though I had my own plans, God 

had His. In this way God has 

outsmarted me! 







Church News 

 
With the opening of the Church’s library, books are available for check out af-

ter Vespers and Great Liturgy each weekend - checkout will be for 30 days. If 

you have any questions please reach out to stmichaeldothanlibrary@gmail.com.  

For FY 2023 we are currently $1,971.12 away on average from the monthly  

target budget which would allow us to have our own in-house Priest! You can 

donate via check, cash, or PayPal!  Thank you! 

February 11—Chrismation — Brewer Family, and Nicholas Dalke 

This Month’s Events 

“Do not be surprised that you fall everyday.  

Do not give up, but stand your ground courageously.” 

Saint John Climacus 

mailto:stmichaeldothanlibrary@gmail.com

